Purine analogues: rationale for development, mechanisms of action, and pharmacokinetics in hairy cell leukemia.
Cladribine is effective therapy for HCL, and there are several ways to achieve the adequate concentrations of the active metabolites in relevant cells, without the need for long-term continuous infusions. This simplifies therapy, although careful control of patients is required during and after treatment in most instances because of the significant activity of the drug on leukemia cells of various types and also on lymphoid cells and normal stem cells.